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1. Introduction

The Enduring Connection Policy (ECP) process has been successful in tackling the backlog of
renewable projects, clearing the waiting list of projects with planning permission seeking a grid
connection offer. The current requirement of projects obtaining planning permission before submitting
a grid connection application has helped reduce the number of less advanced applications and enabled
the more mature projects receive a connection offer. However, to support the implementation of Article
16 of the Renewable Energy Directive (RED lll), the permit granting process of planning permission
and grid connection offer will in future be conducted in parallel. Achieving this objective requires earlier
customer engagement, which ESB Networks is committed to supporting, in advance of a customer
submitting a formal grid connection application.

The Electricity Connection Policy — Generation and System Services (ECP-GSS) Decision Paper
published by the CRU outlines that RED Il projects must enter into a Pre-engagement Process with
the relevant System Operator (SO) prior to submitting a formal grid connection application. The Pre-
engagement Process will result in a non-binding High Level Technical Assessment (HLTA) and a
customer meeting, where appropriate, to outline the connection options that were assessed. The
intention is to provide customers with a potential connection method, outlining the works required and
an estimate of costs. The information provided can assist the customer in their decision process when
submitting a grid connection application and planning application. In the case of RED lll applicants, the
HLTA must be included with the project’s formal grid connection application.

Applicants must submit their project details via a HLTA application form several months prior to a batch
closing deadline. This will enable ESB Networks carry out the assessments as a batch process. ESB
Networks believes the batching of projects for the HLTAs is the most effective way to ensure the
customer receives the most accurate information, however the information shared needs to be
caveated as it would only be based on the network information available at that point in time.

To deter less advanced projects and allow ESB Networks to focus on the most feasible connections,
a fee is required to apply for a HLTA. The amount paid by the customer is to cover the costs incurred
by ESB Networks in producing the HLTA. If the customer subsequently decides to submit a formal
grid application the balance of the application fee would be payable.

Although planning permission will no longer be a prerequisite for RED Il customers to apply for a grid
connection, customers should still have completed a large proportion of their planning application
requirements prior to applying for a HLTA. The customer should confirm that the planning application
for their project is substantially complete and should give an indicative date as to when a planning
application will be submitted.

2. Timelines

To process applications efficiently and provide projects with the most accurate information of the
distribution network, ESB Networks considers it appropriate that HLTAs will be processed as a batch
prior to each ECP-GSS batch closing deadline. Figure 1 represents an indicative Pre-Engagement
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process for a RED Il project submitting a Grid Application on the Batch Closing Deadline. ESB
Networks proposes that HLTA applications must be submitted a minimum of four months prior to the
batch closing deadline for the batch the customer wishes to enter. ESB Networks intend to process the
HLTAs over the following three months and provide the customer with a cost estimate letter of any
network uprates as outlined in Section 4.2. A customer meeting, where appropriate, to discuss the
output of the HLTA, will take place at least one month prior to the batch closing deadline. Due to the
complexity of the distribution network, projects potentially interacting with one another, and the
changes that can occur between batches, as outlined in the ECP-GSS Decision Paper, the HLTA will
only remain valid for one batch and will lapse after the passing of the batch closing deadline following
its issuance. If a customer wishes to apply in a subsequent batch, it will be reviewed on a case-by-
case basis to determine if the previously issued HLTA is still applicable. As stated in the ECP-GSS
Decision Paper should there be a significant increase in grid applications leading to difficulties in
processing by the SOs a cap may need to be introduced. This should also be applicable to the number
of HLTA applications.

Planning Application
Acknowledged as
Complfte

( \

D-4Months** D-1Month D

\ \ ! !
| |
| : L
HLTA Application HLTA Conducted Planning Grid Application

Submitted* by ESBN Application Submitted — Batch
Submitted*** Closing Deadline

* HLTA Application can be submitted once the previous HLTA batch application closes. For the first batch this will be from 1 April 2025

**This is the last day a HLTA application can be submitted to enable ESBN assess all applications as part of a group.
***Planning Application can be submitted at any time

Figure 1 Indicative Timeline for RED Il Project Pre Engagement Process (submitting a Grid Application on D — Batch Closing Deadline)

3. Fees

There is significant time and effort required by ESB Networks to prepare the relevant information for
the HLTA. A fee is required to cover the administrative processing, high level technical assessment
and customer engagement meeting, where appropriate. To reduce the number of less advanced
applications it is essential that a fee is introduced when submitting a HLTA application. To process two
batches a year it is imperative that ESB Networks focus on projects that are well advanced with their
planning permission application and have committed the necessary resources. Therefore, ESB
Networks believes 50% of the application fee should be applied when a customer applies for a HLTA.
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Should the customer proceed to a formal grid connection application, the balance of 50% of the
application fee would be payable. If the customer wishes to apply in subsequent batches, they must
begin the process again and reapply for a new HLTA with the 50% of the application fee applicable
again.

Community-led projects will follow the same process as other RED Il projects but, as outlined in the
ECP-GSS Decision Paper, will pay an appropriate fee for the HLTA compared to non-community-led
projects. To alleviate some of the financial burden on community-led projects, ESB Networks considers
it appropriate that they pay a fee of €2,000 when submitting a HLTA application. The remainder of the
application fee will be required if they submit a grid connection application.

4. High Level Technical Assessment

4.1 Inputs

To apply for a HLTA the customer will be required to supply the fundamental information in an
application form as outlined below.

Applicant Details
o Applicant Name
o Company Registration Number
o Contact Name and Details
e Project Details
o Project Name
Site Address
Location Coordinates
Generator Size (MEC and Installed Capacity)
Technology Type
o OS Map/Site Layout
e Additional Details
o Connecting Station
o Conductor Type Preference
o Extension or New Project
e Landowner Consent Declaration
¢ Planning Substantially Complete Director /Planning Consultant Declaration
e Community-Led Project Declaration (if applicable)

O O O O

The applicant should confirm that the planning application for the project is substantially complete and
should give an indicative date as to when a planning application will be submitted, and the anticipated
approval date.

When considering what constitutes “substantial completion” of the planning application, applicants
should have regard to the following non-exhaustive list of typical planning application requirements:

e Planning and Environmental Documents —
o Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR)

Pre-Engagement Process for ECP-GSS 5



@ NETWORKS

Appropriate Assessment (AA)

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA)

Glint and Glare Assessment

Ecology Assessment (including surveys completed)
Archaeological Impact Assessment (including surveys completed)
Site Investigations

Pre-Planning Consultations with the Planning Authority.

0 O 0O 0 O O O

4.2 Outputs

ESB Networks will carry out a high-level technical assessment of the project connecting to distribution
network and provide the customer with a potential connection method. The assessment will highlight
the anticipated connecting voltage, and the works required for the connection including available
transformer capacity, transformer uprates, the connecting node and local 38kV station, and any other
known issues with the connection. The assessment will also include an estimate of the charges
associated with the connection. The assessment will not include a study of the local network, unless
one has been carried out recently that could provide useful information to the customer. The
assessment will not include any potential works on the transmission system required to connect the
customer. The assessment is non-binding, and the information contained within it will be caveated as
it reflects the network information available at that point in time only. Should the customer subsequently
decide to apply for a grid connection offer a more detailed study of its connection will be completed. A
sample HLTA is included in Appendix A.

Following the issuance of the HLTA a customer meeting, where appropriate, will take place where the
connection options will be outlined, and the customer will have the opportunity to discuss their
connection and clarify any information contained within the assessment.

A customer may reduce their MEC from the HLTA application when applying for a grid connection offer.
However, increases in MEC will not be accommodated.

5. Non-RED Il Projects

ESB Networks proposes that projects which are not covered under RED Il (e.g. conventional projects
and non-co-located energy storage projects) must also enter into the pre-engagement process and
apply for a HLTA?® They will be studied alongside RED Il projects as they could potentially interact
with each other. As in the case for RED III projects, 50% of the application fee will apply when applying
fora HLTA. As the permit granting timelines outlined in RED Il do not apply to these projects, there
is no requirement to process the planning and grid applications in parallel. As specified in the ECP-

1 As the ECP-GSS decision paper noted that ESB Networks’ Demand Flexibility Products procured through ESB Networks’
framework will receive their Connection Offer outside the ECP-GSS process, these parties may not be required to enter
the pre-engagement process and apply for a HLTA
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GSS Decision Paper, non-RED Il projects must have received full planning permission from the
relevant authority before they can submit a grid application.

6. Non-Exporting (MEC=0) Generators

Non-exporting (MEC=0) generators operate in parallel with the distribution network but can still cause
disturbances on the network that have implications for other projects. As a result, ESB Networks deems
it necessary to study MEC=0 projects alongside exporting generators in the HLTA process. Rather
than submitting a HLTA application form, MEC=0 projects will submit an NC5 form. The ECP-GSS
Decision Paper approved the introduction of application fees for MEC=0 projects, and so the full
application fee is required with submitting an application. If the MEC=0 project is not interacting with
any exporting generator, the connection offer can be processed independently of exporting project
offers. In the case of a new grid connection which has a MEC=0 generator and a demand element, the
demand component can proceed without the need to be studied alongside the HLTA batch, while the
generator component will be studied alongside exporting generators.

7. Conclusion

ESB Networks is committed to supporting earlier customer engagement in advance of projects
submitting a grid connection application. As per the actions outlined in the ECP-GSS Decision Paper,
ESB Networks has proposed the Pre-Engagement Process and the HLTA for RED lll projects and the
engagement process to facilitate non-RED Il projects.

ESB Networks is available to provide support and further clarification on any aspect of our proposal.
We look forward to continuing collaborating closely with the CRU and other stakeholders to implement
this essential policy.

Pre-Engagement Process for ECP-GSS 7



=13 NETWORKS

Appendix A

January 2025
Re: High Level Technical Assessment for the connection for ESBN 9 MW Solar Farm
Dear XXXX

| refer to your High Level Technical Assessment application dated XXXX for a connection of 9 MW solar farm at Easting
XXXX Northing YYYY.

Having carried out a high-level technical assessment of the Network, ESBN has determined a potential connection option
for the MEC of 9 MW.

Connection Options

Option 1

Description: LCTA

Dedicated 38kV connection via 900 of 630 XLPE UGC to XXXX | Total: €1,456,073
110 kV station, connecting to existing 38 kV busbar.

Dedicated connection works
The works required for this connection option are as follows:
e 38 kV cubicle in 110 kV station (note a spare 38 kV cubicle has been identified as part of this assessment)
e 900 m of 38 kV cable (630 XLPE) from a 38 kV cubicle in XXX 110 kV substation to the customer site & associated
civil works
e  ESB Networks compound with over the fence connection to developer — cable connection
e 38 kV metering & power quality
e 38 kV cable civil works
e RTU

System Uprates
The following system uprates have been identified as part of this connection
e No system uprates have been identified as part of this HLTA

Refunds
The following refunds have been identified as part of this connection

e No system refunds have been identified as part of this HLTA

We estimate the charge for this connection to be as follows:

Item Item Description Qty | Unit Cost Total

No:

37 38kV cubicle in 110kV station 1 €325,990.00 €325,990.00
41 38kV Metering and Power Quality (Contestable) | 1 €58,940.00 €58,940.00

Pre-Engagement Process for ECP-GSS 8
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54 ESB Networks Compound with over the fence | 1 €627,740.00 €627,740.00
connection to developer — cable connection
(Contestable)

9 38kV cable (630XLPE) (Aluminium) 0.9 €131,620.00 €118,458.00
(Contestable)

13b 38kV cable civils (costs assumed for refund or | 0.9 | €241,050.00 €216,945.00
estimate purposes only) (Contestable)
RTU 1 €108,000.00 €108,000.00

Total Dedicated Cost €1,456,073

Please note the following:
1. The above costs are an estimate based on the latest version of the regulatory approved Standard Charges for
Generator Connections
Cable civil costs are assumed for refund and or estimate purposes
TSO costs are not included
Protection costs are not included
Station civil and appropriate pass through costs are not included

o vk wnN

This assessment is based on a high-level desktop analysis. The connection will be subject to full detailed studies
which may identify network reinforcements not included in this HLTA.

While this estimate is given in good faith, it is liable to material increase if there occurs a change in the regime applicable
to connections and the Company accepts no legal liability for its accuracy. In particular but without limitation, no reliance
should be placed on the estimate provided which is for your information only and all liability for misrepresentation and
other torts is excluded. Nothing in this letter should be construed as any contract between us.

This HLTA is valid until the closing date of the next ECP-GSS batch

Yours Sincerely,
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